By Alan J. Heavens
INQUIRER REAL ESTATE WRITER
ho says new-home builders
have no appreciation of old-
er houses?
. Rouse/Chamberlin Homes “does,
' and to prove it, the builder is lend-
.. ing a financial hand to a rehabber
+ww with a proven track record in his
'.0 effort to restore an 18th-century
’i "“’" house on the site of a development
»wu of 65 luxury houses in East Brad-
5. ford Township.
% The house, on Copeland School
.“ Road, was built around 1750 by John
u« Cope, an early settler. The Cope
. House is on a 94-acre tract that
. Rouse/Chamberlin bought for its
« Kenmara development, which has
{ houses priced in the $300,000 range.

Although recognized as a center-
piece of local history by the East
Bradford Historical Commission,
the Cope House had fallen on hard
~ times, and thanks to neglect and
long periods of abandonment, was
uninhabitable and would remain so
. without a substantial commitment.
- In addition, a number of commer-

_cial and office developers had been

courtmg Rouse/Chamberlin with

serious and potentially profitable
. offers for the property, said Jona-
than Penders, the builder’s land-
. management coordinator.
' Instead, the builder chose Youssef

' Andreaos of Thornbury Township,
- 'who had expressed an interest in

| restoring the landmark, Penders

. said. To do so, Rouse/Chamberlin
~ made “significant” financial con-
*, cessions to allow Andreaos to take

" on the project.

These concessions, outlined in an
agreement last year, include defer-
ral of the undisclosed purchase
- price (the builder reportedly had

i Lfbeen asking $135,000), pending com-
pletion of exterior renovations, and
a significant reduction in that price
to ensure that there would be a
proper renovation.

In addition, Penders said, the
builder will carry the Cope House
and pay the interest, taxes and in-
surance on it during the renova-
tion.

Penders said that Andreaos is
bringing a reputation for “fine
craftsmanship and a respect for his-
tory” to the Cope House pI‘OJeCt
' Rouse/Chamberlin’s faith is an-
See HOME FRONT on L11
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chored in the quality of Andreaos’
two other successful local projects:
the Mediterranean, his West Ches-
‘ter restaurant, and his house in
Thornbury, a converted 19th-cen-
tury railroad station. ;
. “We’re spending more money
than some people say is necessary,
but this renovation will enhance
the historic ambience of the com-
munity for both present and future
residents,” Penders said. “We
wanted to be sure that the renova-
ion is done properly, and Youssef
as a proven track record for going
he extra mile. This arrangement is
winning situation for everyone
oncerned about this landmark.”
Penders' said that he and An-
reaos expected that the 3,000-
square-foot Cope House, when re-
stored, would bring in excess of
FSO0,000 when put on the market.

hat price is pretty much in line

with what the new houses are going
for in Kenmara.
Restoration will include recon-

* struction of the building’s original

stone exterior, new roofings and
windows, and the installation of
state-of-the-art structural and elec-
trical systems, Penders said.

The historical commission was in-
volved in Rouse/Chamberlin’s nego-
tiations with Andreaos, Penders

said. The fact “will ensure the safe’

restoration of a permanent land-
mark. The commission’s concern
for the Cope House has generated
extensive public interest in preser-
vation, and we appreciate their ef-
forts in helping to find the right
buyer.”

The builder recently hosted a his-
toric preservation class from the
University of Pennsylvania. Mem-
bers studied the house uhder the
direction of architect John D. Mil-
ner of John Milner Architects in

Chadds Ford, who teaches the class.
Milner’s firm has done historic ren-
ovations of dozens of public build-
ings, including the Winterthur Mu-
seum in Delaware, Brown Bros.
Harriman building in Philadelphia,
and the King of Prussia Inn, as well
as private houses.

The students recently released
their findings in a report to the
builder and the historical commis-
sion, Penders said.

Information on Kenmara or the
Cope House: 610-436-9595.

Florence development
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