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By ApjoURNMENTS, from the 27th of the Fourth Month, te the
and of the Fifth Month, 1807, inclufive;

To the QUARTERLY MONTHLY and other MEETINGS of FRIENDS
B : in JRELAND.
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Dear Frienbs,

N this our Annual Affembly, met together to tranfa& the
weighty affairs of the Church, we have been humbled under

2 fenfe of the gracious extendings of divine regard ; and remem-

bering our beloved abfent friends, defires have been raifed that

they alfo might be firengthened and encouraged : altho’ we are

{enfible that ‘¢ except the Lord build the Houfe, they labour in

vain that build it, exeept the Lord keep the City, the watchman

waketh but in vain,” yet feeling a warmth of love, we truft it
warrants this our falutation of endeared affeGtion and tender foli-
citude.
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We have been cnabled, through divine help, to attend with calm
deliberation to the important affairs that have come before us; but
have been forrowfully affeGed with the accounts received, of the
coolnefs and indifferéncy of many, manifefted by their negleCting

: the attendance of our religious meetings, particularly on firft day

£t afternoon, and on other days of the weck; for it is only as we arc

concerned to wait upon the fource of all fuflicient help, that we
~ can expe& to be favoured with ability to come up in the faithful

- difcharge of our religious duties. :
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Cur predeceflors acknowledged, and we truft fome in this day
¢ wcknowledge, that even their outward affairs have not fuf-
fered, by giving up the time fet apart fot the performance of folemn
worfhip; but on the contrary, their minds have been thereby greatly
flrengthened, to come up in a faithful difcharge of the duties they
-owe to their Creator, to their families and to all mankind; but if
by ziving a portion of time from the fetiering attraction of outward

things, and nobly facrificing {fome of the profits of this world, we
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Lbtan fuch view of the riches-of eternityyas-will-encreafinglygna’ —

mour with its fuperior excellency, and experience our attachment to
vifible purfuits weakened ; how great will be our peace! And the
oftener we wait to have the inward eye illuminated, the more

likely we thall be, tohave fuch a profped opened to our view : give

then, dear friends, the folemn fubje& due weight, be perfuaded to
inercafe in diligence in this moft reafonable fervice, and add there-
unto fervency of {pirit, that the Lord’s work may go forward and
profper in this firft branch, .and in beautiful order 1 the other im-
portant branches of our Chriftian teflimony.
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And let not the {mallnefs of your numbers, nor the want of
outward miniftry difcourage any of you ; place not your depen-

dance on man, but on the Lord alone, who never fails to help
thofe who put their truft in him, and who hath gracioufly affured
us, that “ where two or three are gathered together in his name,
there is he in the midft of them.”

And, dear friends. .as we daily ftand in need of that wifdm

which is profitable to dire&®, ot whom fhould we afk it but of
God, and how can we afk aright, but by that afliftance of his
good Spirit, which is to be obtained by waitingupon him in hu-
mility and fear, with minds abftraced from the encumbering ‘con-
cerns ot life.

And on the fubje@ of the 4th query, our minds have been pain-
fully exercifed, on account of the departure of many of the beloved
youth, from that plainnefs and fimplicity, which the Truth leads
mto: and we tenderly entreat fuch friends as are pareats, and
heads of families who have youth under their care; to be ‘catly
and firm, in endeavouring to habituate them to a due fubjeion of
their wills, and not to indulge them in worldly liberties: let not
any falle and {pecious reafoning prevail on you, to fuppofe that it
will be fufliciently foon for their wills to be fubje@ed, when they
fhall have attained maturity of judgment; then alas! the prallice
of felf gratification may be fo confirmed, that the way of felf de-
nial, may feem to them much narrower than it really is; and yoy
will have contributed, to encreafe the difficulties of thofe, whom it
was your indifpenfable duty to prote@, tc guard from danger, and
40 train up 1n the way they fhould go.
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~ And beloved young friends, many of you we are perfuaded, ars

no ftrangers to the voice of Wifdom, {peaking in fecret, and fay-

o ing when you are difpofed to turn to the right hand or to the left,
“ this is the way, walk ye in it:”" many inconveniences, evils

~and occafions for forrow of heart, may be avoided ; by hearing

: and obeying the holy Witnefs in yourfelves; it will fometimes
§ gently arreft you in the profecution of your purpofe, when you
may not diftindlly fee the caufe; but it is wifer than we; pro -

" ceeding Trom That” pute intelligence, €0 which &l things and

all events are known. O! then mind its fecret checks And
we are at this time particularly engaged, to caution you re-
| fpedting the perufal of the publications, with which this age
| abounds ; many of which, tho’ fpecious, are very pernicious: in this
&%@,&y, dear children, keep your hearts with all diligence, left ye

"CNeT 1Nito temptation.

Finally, friends, let us bear in mind, that * God hath called us
te peace;” it is a leading principle of our holy profeflion ; let us
therefore, on all occafions, evince that we are what we profefls to
be, let us not fuffer our minds to be drawn after that, in which it
is not'our duty to be engaged; but let ustruft in that Arm of
Divine Power, which hath been the refuge of the righteous in all
-ages, and in which alone we can find fafety.
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Signed in, and on behalf of faid Meeting,
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LClerk to the Meeting this Year..
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