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SOCIETY or FRIENDS,

FREE OUAKERS,

Unaninﬁouﬂy agreed to in their Meeting for Bufinefs,
held in PurLADELPHIA, on the Sixth Day of the
 Eighth Month, 1781. |

H E Creator of man, having beftowed upon individuals greater and

Jefs natural abilities and opportunities of improvement, a variety

of fentiments, refpecting the duties which we owe to him, necef-

farily arifes among us, and it becomes eflential to our happinefs, that we

may perform thofe duties in that way which we think moft acceptable

t0 him. And therefore, when we contemplate the long continued and ear-

neft conteft which has been maintained, and the torrents of blood which,

in other countries, have been thed in defence of this precious privilege, we

cannot but acknowledge it to be a fignal inftance of the immediate care of

a divine providence over the people of America, that he has, in the prefent

B great revolution, thus far eftablithed among us governments under which
no man, who acknowledges the being of a God, can be abridged of any ci-
vil right on account of his religious fentiments ; while other nations, who
{ee and lament their wretched fitbation, are yet groaning under a grievous
bondage. But governments cftablifhed upon thofe liberal, juft, and truly
chriftian principles, and wifely confined to the great objects of afcertaining
and defending civil rights, in avoiding the poflibility of wounding the con-
fcience of any, muft unavoidably leave fome cafes un@fb?i&éd for, which
come-properly under the care of religious focieties. FHence we are not on~
ly left at liberty to a&t agreeably to our fentiments; but the neceflity and
obligation of eftablithing and fupporting religious focieties, are increafed and

ftrengthened.
We




late to the propofed marriage, and

We acknowledge the kindnefs of _providence, in awakening us to0 a
view of the deplorable ituation in which we have been.--=Difowned and
rejected by thofe among whom we have been educated, and without a hope
of being ever again united to them :---Separated and fcattéred abroad, as if
we had been aliens in a ftrange land, the profpeé’: of our fituation has indeed
humbled us: But he whofe mercy endureth forever, has preferved
us, and induced ‘us to confide that he will care for us. And being made

fenfible of the indilpenfable RECEty Of —uniting  TOPETAST ™ W trave-

calt our care upon the great preferver of men, and depending upon him for
our {upport, conceive if to be a duty which we owe to ourfelves, our chil-
dren, and famailies, to eftablith and fupport among us public meetings for
religious worfhip; to appoint ftated meetings for conducting the
affairs of the fociety, upon principles as liberal and enlarged towards one
another, as thole adopted by the ftate are toward all, and paying a due re-
gard to the principles of our forefathers, and the fpirit of the wife regula=
tions eftablifhed by them, to fix upon fuch rules as may enable us to pre-
erve decency and good order ; and among other things, to agree upon, and
make known a decent form of marriage, which may at once fecure the
rights of parents and of children ;---and a mode of forming and preferving
records of marriages, births and burials. .

Wherefore, after mature deliberation, it was unanimoufly agreéed as
follows, to wit. :

Firff. Meetings for public worfhip {hall be eftablithed and kept up.
The time and place of holding them, (hall be ordered and direGed by the
meeting for bufinefs. And it is garneftly recommended to all who come

to our meetings for wvorfnmwgsfor‘bmﬁ?vmmi&%%gm

at the time appointed.
Secondly. A meeting fhall be held monthly, for condu&ing the bufinefs

of the fociety, in which any member may freely exprefs his fentiments, on
all bufinefs which fhall there be determined or confidered. In this meet-
ony ought to prevail ; and where any difference of
charity and brotherly condefcenfion ought to be
{hown to one another. Minutes of all the proceedings fhall be kept, and
for this purpofe a clerk thall be appointed, and be under the dire&ion of
the meeting, At the opening of each meeting, after a folemn paufe for
wortfhip, the minutes of the meeting next preceding thall be read.

Thirdly. Perfons intending marriage may, cither in perfon or by a friend,
inform the meeting for bufinefs thercof; but, where it may conveniently
be, it is recommended, that the parties propofing marriage do attend the
meeting before which the propofal is made.  Whereupon a committee fhall
be appointed to enquire concerning their clearnefs of other marriage en-
gagements, confent of parents or guardians, and {uch other matters as re=
t .. fed mart report thereon to the next meeting.
No reafonable objection appearing, and the parties as aforefaid, fignifying
the continuation of their intentions, the marriage may be allowed of, and
two perfons appointed to attend the decent folemnization thereof, and to
have the certificate of the fame recorded in the book of marriages.

The marriage may be folemnized at a public meeting for worfhip ; or at
' the

ing unanimity and harm
fentiment may appear,
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the houfe of ecither of the parties; or at the houfe _of their parents or
friends, as the parties may chufe ; but it is recommended that the fame

be preceded by a folemn paufe and worfhip to God.
~As cafes may probably happen, in which it will be inconvenient to poft-
pone marriages, fo long as from one monthly meeting to another, in fuch
cafes an adjournment of the meeting may be made, the report of the com-
mittee received, and the marriage be allowed of as aforefaid.

~The folemnization-is.recommended.to “be after the following manner,
to wit.---The parties ftanding up, and taking each other by-the hanod, the
man fhall declare to this import, That he takes the woman, naming
her name, to be his wife, and will be unto her a loving and faithfal haf-
band until death fhall feparate them. And the woman, on her part, fhall
declare to the import, that the takes the man, naming his name, to be
her hufband, and will be unto him a Joving and faithful wife until death
fhall feparate them. :

“The certificate whercof may be to tlte following import, to wit.
Whereas A. B. of C. (exprefing alfo bis title or occupation) fon of € D.of E.
and F. his wife, and G. H. daughter of L K. of L. and M. his wife, hav=
ing laid their intentions of marriage with each other, before the meeting
for bufinefs of the fociety of Friends, ftyled by fome 74be £ree Quakers, held
at N. the fame were allowed of, and, onthe . dayof the myonth
in the year of our Lord (inferting the day, month and year) the faid parties
appeared at a meeting appointed for the {o'emnization of the faid marriage -
(or otherwife as the cafe may be) and, taking gach other by the hand,
the faid A. B. did in folemn manner declare, that he took the faid G.
H. to be his wife, and promifed to be unto her a loving and faithful

hufband until death fhould feparate them: And the {aid G. H. did in like
manner declare, that the took the faid A. B. to be her hufband, and pro-
mifed to be unto him a loving and faithtul wife until death thould feparate
them. And, in confirmation and teftimony of the fame, they, the faid A. B.
and G. H. fhe affluming the name of her hufband, did then and there to thefe

refents fet their hands. And we, whofe names are alfo {ubfcribed, being
prefent at the faid marriage and fubfcription, have, as witnefles of the fame,
hereunto {et our hands, the day and year aforefaid.

Fourthly. Records thall be kept of all marriages, births and burials
among us. And as thefe records may be of great importance, and the re-
cording of births and burials will greatly depend on the care of individuals,
in giving in an account thereof, itis earneftly recommended to all, to give
an early account of both, mentioning the child’s mame, parentage, and day
of its birth ; and the name, parentage, title or occupation, age, and day of
deceafle, as well of thofe who die abroad, when the {fame can be afcertained,
as of thofe who die among us.

Fiftbly. Perfons defirous of joining with us in fociety, fignifying the
fame to the meeting for bufinefs, and appearing to be of good character, may
be admitted. Whereupon they may give in the names and ages of their
children, to be recorded. Should any chufe to go from among us, a mi-
nute thereof may be entered among our proceedings.

Sixthly. In cafes of controverfy refpecting property, a reference to difinte-
refted




refted men, either of our own or fome other fociety, and a compliance with
their judgment may be recommended, as the moft expeditious and leaft ex-
penfive mode of terminating fuch difputes, and tending to peace and har~
mony ; but it fhall be a perpetual rule among us, as a religious fociety, that
we will not otherwife interfere in controverfies between one man and
another. Re-on

This rule being contrary to that of our anceftors in this cafe, we think it
necellary o obferve; Firat-however blamreablc-oreven—<fhameful**it-might
have been in the apoftle’s day, for brother to go to law with brother ¢ before
the unbelievers,” in the prefent day, when the ftate, of which we ourfelves are
members, appoint men eminent for their abilities and integrity, to judge of
all controverfies, and thofe judges, being themfelves Chriftians, are-aided by
juries of Chriftians, there does not appear any juft caufe for prohibiting ap-
peals to them ; on the contrary, to us it feems to be indecent and unjuft ‘to
{peak of thefe Chriftian courts, as the apoftle fpake of thofe of ¢ the unbe=
lievers ;” and as the fociety whohave difowned us, have affeéted to fpeak of
the courts of juftice, when even themfelves were the officers, jurors, judges
and legiflators.

Seventhly. As brethren, each may counfel and advife another in the fpirit
of love and meeknefs, as he may fee occafion, remembering always that he
alfo may be tempted ; but leaving guilt to be punithed by the laws of the
land, and commending thofe who err to the grace of God, no public cenfures

fhall be paffed by us on any. Neither fhall a member be deprived of his
right among us, on account of his differing in fentiment from any or all of
his brethren, : '
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